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From His Childhood Home 2
to Kumamoto

gashi, after winning his firs duel at the }'uung age {}f 13, wandered

fromiplace to place, entrusting his life to his mastery" oFthe Swond. Musashi Arrives
At the aﬁ 29, in a legendary confrontation with S48t  known in Kumamoto
as the “Ganryu l.-.l.ml:[ Duel,” Musashi extended his une ;
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Why did Musashi =
come to live in Kumar
in his later years?
The reasons can

be traced back to
the legendary “Ganr
e i o i

The “Ganryu Island Duel” has become a noted part of Japanese history.

During that time, Sasaki Kojiro, Musashi's opponent, had been retained by Hosokawa
Tadaoki, the lord of Kokura Castle in Buzen province. Later, Tadaoki's son became lord of
Higo Kumamoto province, and about 30 years after this duel he invited Musashi to come live
in Kumamoto under his auspices.

Why did Musashi and Kojiro
enter into a duel?

Musashi's ceaseless travels and
legendary  skill in  face-to-face
combat eamed him fame as o
masier swordsman, He eventually
beciame aware that  Kaojiro,
considered Japan's best swordsman,
lived i Kokura, Buzen province
Much like Musaghi, Kojiro had
traveled throughout Japan and had
been retained by the lord of Kokura,
a member of the Hosokawa clan.
Eventually Kojiro  became an
instructor in the an of war at the
casthe school, Musashi and Kojiro
— meither of whom had ever
suffered a defeat — enmered into a
duel 1o setile the guestion of who
was Japan’s top fphter. This
legendary face-off became known
a5 the "Ganrvao Island Duel "

On Apnl 13, 1612, the ferces
fight of the century took place
between Japan's master swondsmen
on the small island of Funa® in the

open sea, Musashs had jos1 turmed
29 that spring.

What did Musashi gain from
the “Ganryu Istand Duel™?

Thi= fight helped Musashi 1o
attain enlightenment in addition fo

“Kojiro is defeated!"
— The duel is decided
in an instant.

On the day of the fight, Musashi's
boat arrived ai Funa Island three
hours past the arranged time.

making his name famous across the
land, Later, this measure of fame
led to Musashi being invited to live
unider the auspices of the Hosokawa
clam, which had been awarded Higo
Provinge,

bupirey, whis b Becone very angry
at bheing kept waiting., drew his

An Infroduction to

famously long sword and tossed his
scabbard into the water. Seeing this,
Musashi shouted," Kojiro is defeated!
If wou wanled o win, why did vou
throw your scabbard oway?”

Nagaoka (Matsw) Okinaga

Okanaga. & foemer
pupd oF Musashis
father  whoo had
sougit o mesiae il
Misashi's duel witn Kojira on
Ganryu Island, aveniuslly came to
sorve as Musashis assistant and
Mussashi sogaurreed at his home. It is
beligved that Musashi had bean
imetad to Kumamoto on Okinaga's
strong recommeéndatian.

Irritating and agitating his opponen
in thiz way was one of Musashi's
tactics, and it provoked Kojiro indo
making his first lunge & empy
space. At that moment, Muosashi
brought his wooden swiord down on
Kojire, Muzashi's psychological
tnetic succesded and the duel ended
i o A% 1 had |'u.'111:|:|.

*Funa leland : s sland s mualy ecamp known &5 “Ganny bsland™ afte Kojim's ‘gannu’ schaal of semedsmansaip



After winning his first duel

atthe age of 13,

Musashi relied on
his swordsmanship
as he set out to wander Japan.

1IMICLTHHES . Ll BICHEEL. MEEXT53

A two-sword approach
inspired by jitte* techniques

Many storics exist concerming
Musashi's supposed birthplace. He
was hom in 1584 in either Harima
province  {currently  Hyogo
prefeciure) or Mimasaka province
{currently Okayama prefecture). At
the age of 17, he changed his given
mirme of Bennosuke to Musashi,

His father was a swordaman who
sword

techniques. Musashi began taking

pxcelled @ fime and

swond lessons from his father at a
yvoung age. Some beleve that his
with a sword in
his right hand and jitte in his left

inspired Musashi's famous iwo-

father’s stamce

sword lechnigue.

An unmatched record of
victory in more than 60 duels

Musashi entered his first sword
duel at the age of 13, recording his

A peaiion of Thel Fatle of belipatan
From e cipdaction ol the Hione Caslls Biesim

Participating in battles
| that shaped an era
while entering duels
with a variety of weapons

In many of his noted matches,

Musashi used a varety of wenpons
ranging from wooden swords 1o
two swords. Musashi's approach,
known as Mien fehirva (Cbwo-
sword school™), enabled him to
battle with either hand or o employ
twon swonds at one fime.

In addition, Musashi joined in six
battles, including the Bale of
Sekigahara. Through these battles,
ke grew to learn the limited power
of the individual and became aware
of the toecticz employed o

command a lange army.

Sites of EEBELOED
Musashi's Duels and Battles

lusoshi's age
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until his final duel &t the age of 29,
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opponents in duels, suffering not a
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Musashi had the opportunity to travel to Higo Kumamoto as a resull of his
becoming famous from the duel at Ganryu Island. In association with
Tadatoshi, the Hosokawa lord of Kumamoto Castle at that time, he refined
his Niten lchiryu ("two-sword school") here. From this historical fact, we
can trace Musashi's path.

After wandering the country
for about 30 years,

Musashi eventually settled
here in his later years.

At the bme of the Shimabara
Rebellion in 1637, Muosashi was a
guest of the Kokura clan, which had
emnploved Musashi's adopted son
Il.:llil.

rn July 1600, 57 -vear old Musashs,
vizited Kumamoto amnd me
Matsn (MNagaoks) Okinaga, the
lord of Yatsushiro Castle,

Almost one month later, Lord
Hosokawa Todatoshi  welcomed
Musashi as a goest and offered him
residency at the site of Chiba
Castle, One can surmise thal
Okinaga had amanped for Musashi
o b it

As a result, Musashi settled here

(Mirshagaeshi)

under the aospices of the Higo
Hosokawa clan, While training the
retwiners, he entered inlo practice
duels with skillful retainers of the
lord who were confident of their

ahilities,

How much was

Musashi paid every year
as a guest of the lord?

Lord Tadatoshi  graciously
welcomed Musashi as an advisor in
hoth political and military affairs.
Musashi himsell was also deeply
impressed by Lord Tadaioshi's
peraonality,

The Hosokowa clan  tremed
Musashi (0 & guest reception and
an annual stipend of 300 Loy
{a mreditional measure) of rice.
However, considering that the

Stome walls of Kumamala Castie

Humamaio Ca:
Sigiiaesing taw

The design of the hatsward-cunes) walls
ol Kumamoln Castle wers intended 1o
preaenl engmies ram scaling then

anmual salary of a general warrior
was o mere 30 kokn of rce, it is
Clear that Musashi was  treated
extraordinarily well.

Sile of Msashi's
former residence

Musashi's Well



= magnincant cagte, wiil & cecumisrance of 5.3 komelers, & ona of Japsn's e mas Bmous casilkes
isashi seraed in this castle at one time. It is curentyy undengoang resiomtion prioe fo the commemaosation al
40h anniversary im 2007

Niten Ichiryu is created
in Kumamoto.

single ond childiess throughout
his life, Musashi eventoally adopted
two children. His first adopied
child, Mikimosuke., commitied
rifualistic swicide af the relatively
voung age of 23, His second, lor,
chose o enter govemmenl service
rather than study swordsmianship,

Hisz adopred children did not
seek to enter Musashi's  sword
school, After arriving in Kumamodo,
he changed the name of his school
from Enmei-ryn o Niten Tehidr,
Many members of the Hosokawa
clon studied at Musashi's swornds-
manship school

Lord Tadatoshi,
Musashi's confidant in
political matters, dies.

In  January 1641, Musaszhi
celebrated his first New Year since
armving 1in Komamoie. He wisited
Kumamotg Castle on January 2 to
deliver his Mew Year's greeting o
Lord Tadatoshi in the inner writing
alcove. In Febmary, he presented
Lord Tadatoshi with his book Heiho
Sanfugokaje (Thirtv-five Articles on
the Art af Swordsmeariship), Lord
Tadaroshi trusted Musashi. viewing
him as someone with whom he
coubd discuss politics.

However, in March 1641 — less
than o year ofter Musashi's move 1w
Kumammo — Lord Tadatoshi died
suddenly at the age of 56, leaving
Musashi in & state of despair.

Fruval o Mraman Dlogey
Fram Ihe sakecion of ha Kumamols Prelscural Ad Musem

An Introduction to

Hosokawa Tadatoshi

Tadatoshi was the
first lard of Higo
province and &
member of the thind
generation of the
Hosokawa clan. He
was the third son of Lord Tadaoki
and Tamako (Gratia), He succesdid
hiz father to hecome the lord of
Kaokwra Castla in Buzen provinge, He
entared Kumamato as the lord af
Higa pravince due to the Kalo clan's
mava to deprive the samuoral af (hesr
privileges in 1632, Lord Tadaloshi
was 55 years old af the time he
welcomed Misashi 1o Komamota,
Having been boen only two years
apart, he and Musashi ware af the
Bame generation,

Fartal of Hocodawes Riaiosh
Fnm tha collaction ol Fsed Dankn Frusdation
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Musashi's seclusion in Reigando Gave

Gorin-no-She,

Musashi's essential hook
on Niten Ichiryu, the fruit of
his lifelong efforts.

EFOMAM. —E—ROEREDWE | 28T

Reigando Cave

In despair following the death of Lord Tadatoshi, Musashi abandoned his personal relationships and closed the door on

society, except for providing training in tactics, He immersed himself in Zen while inclining his mind toward painting,

calligraphy and sculpture. He began practicing Zen meditation in Resgando Cave — located behind Unganzenji Temple,

kn<am |_..;|||4:|1_|u| ||,'-. s Twato Kannon ({oddess of -"r‘ll.‘l'l-'}"r

Musashi began to write of the mysteries of Niten fohiryu, which he had invented,

The Focus of Gorin-no-She

Crowiti-ee=-Sha (The Book of Foe
Rimgs) compares the five elements
of Beddiist religion that confipose
the circle of the universe, This book
comprises five volumes; The Ground
Chapter, THls Water Chaprer, The
Fire Chapter, The Wind Chapeer, amd
the Void Chapter. Gorin-no-Sho is
an  extensive collection of  the
stregies of Musashi, who focused
all his efforts on leaving the begacy

of  MNien [fehiryu  w  future
BENErations.
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The basics of Hrateg und the
significance of the Niten fchiryu
two-sword method
The sirategy is w win a real
Battle. However, 1t 15 nod necessary
to adhere 1o the
L approach at all times,-1f one is
trained to hold a sword in one hand,
the likelihood of winning . real
bartles is much greater. regardless
of the type of weapons used.
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hat entailing the Niten Ichiryu
stance, swordsmanship and
the attack '

A calm spinit is essential on the
batlefield. Mastering the  Five
Auitudes  enables one 0
automatically read the 1Lilh.|.ld'E of an
opponent. COne not  bee
conscious of any attitude or posture,
only ‘of defeating the opponent u:nd
atting with flexibility.

must -

-
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When pre ng for hattle,

examine vour situation and

psychological tactics.

If you beat one man, you can
beat ten thousand meén. Determine
the strength of an attack instandly in

order 1o seizeMhe advantage, See |

through the enemy’s S_[:IIJ.'II s Chist
you -can defent the enemy with'
Afairit,
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\ aftuin the sirategy of'a warnor

west of Kumamoto City, Secluded in this cave, Gl-year old

P

% TN

@ I.'he ‘.‘l.-'lm‘lCh:l[JI:-EI ,'L A
In order to undcrduﬂl

essence of Niten I
the nine typical mm
mﬂmﬂlnl'n'llnrsl:hhh-!
Fcu::us:a;lg on the I.rm:pnm the
posture, or the rﬂwﬂﬁj ?’
fuq:n mughr mlﬁi
‘not the h;'uu :
Niten J-:h-:.-u d:g:a ﬂ-fmmn Tl
u-c.apmu or form in alnn:gg*
instead, hfmuuunkmphgunﬂﬁ
spmtfmclhrmﬂ'lhl. :

of strategy. . ©

The Mnnlm true void is

| 1o fully study ma.rtm] nrts anid Th
||hr|ml The

b e
ree of way



Musashi dies in Higo Kumamoto}
vet his skill and spirit live on.:

Bl BE-RECay. TS 0RSeEE@TLD

Musashi's Gravesile €LY

Dokkodo, written seven days
before his death,
reveals Musashi's humanity.

After completing Ceorner-nie-Shie,
Musashi began wniting Dekkodo in
spite of his illness, It is said vhat
Musashi admonished himself daily
i owder o overcome his weaknesses,
The provisions comprise 21 articles
that can be choracterized as
abstemious in outlook, as they
recommend owercoming selfishness,
not being deceived by the ways of
sociEly, and procticing martial- ars.
Later, these precepis came (o
characienze the ideals of the samur
ol I.brl;'l‘ll'hillr:n'
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Mamimaat bo Musashi
Sighiseaiag toar Ko B
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What was the will left behind
by Musashi,
who pined for his lord?

Im 16435, at the age of 62, Musashi
passed away, leaving behind the
wonds, “From the road side, 1 want
to watch owver the line ol lords
traveling up to Edo.” Therefore, it is
believed that he was  buried
according to his wishes, along the
Ou Boad in Yuge with his armer,

Musnshi's
temporanly stopped on the way o
Yuge near Taishoji Temple ot the
base of ML Tasuds, The Priesi
Shunzan, a close friend of Musashi
through Zen, hod been awaiting the
procession, It is said that when
blusashi's coffin was placed on a

funeral proces SIEH

stone on the moad and the prics
offered a praver for the dead,
thunder suddenly echoed through
the area. Since that time, this stone
hos been known as the fhdoseks
{"Fequiem Stone").

Musashi's
"Requiem Stone”
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Niten Ichiryu lives on
today in Higo.

Musashi. facing imminent death,
bequeathed Gertn-no-$ha to his
favorite pupil Terso Katsunoba, and
Daokkads 1 Terso  Nobuyuki
Following Musashi's death, the
Teran brothers inherited the Niren
.|'-.'I'J|i|'".'|4 o maintaimed iI |'-.'-r L

fumure, As a resule

the tradition of
Miten fchirem
remains  alive

ok



The art of Musashi on display in Kumamoto

In his later years, Musashi practiced many arl forms, including
painting, calligraphy, and sculpiure. Through his works, we can see
that he had been exploring the world of art and mastering its technigues
Over the years, they clearly reveal that the sharpness ol his spirit

surpassed even that of his sword

fkala, the God of Fire iprivately owsed)
11 15 Desbewen] that WAsEshi sculpiend (hos peece n
Frdgerida Cawe, where he winie Sorn-no-5ha
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provided good counsel, Musashi left many items with him.

lﬂﬂ{ﬁllﬂi]m?l“!limliﬂlﬂ “Ganryu Island Duel.” He also invited
Musashi 1o Higo province. Okinaga later became the lord of Yatsushire Castle. Because Okinaga

Chronology of Musashi #m=2

Parigd |

fmicha
Yomaoyama

Chronaiogy

Born in Harima prewince |currently Wysgo profectens| o

Mimasaka proviece |currently Dkayama prafechsme|
#5 the seconsd son of Hireta Munizai,

Winz a dwel over Arima Kikei af Ihe Shinloryu in Harima province.

Joins the Haflle ol Sekigahara,

Winzs a contesi agaimsd the Yashioka clan in Kyeto.
‘Wing a duel aver spearman & preest Dok,

Wing a dued over Shighido Balken, 5 chain and sickie lighiar,
in Iga province.

Wing & duel ovér Ganrye Sasaki Kojiro on Fena (Ganryu) Island
Joiss the Wister and Summer Slage of Osake e lollowing year
Adopes lori

Jiisg the Shimabhara Aebellbon under Dgasswara Tadazana
wilth lorl 88 commmandes,

Imribeddl Bo 1iwe In Higs Kumamoio a5 @ peest o Hotokswa Tadatashi

Writes Thirty-five Arficles oo fre Arf of Seardemaeship
al the request ol Tadaboshi,

Begins writlng Gonte-me-Sha while living in Asigande Cave.
Falls ill aiter complating Gavin-ae-Fi aad dias atter witing Dokkoss

Holn: Bacysze tew reconds eest, Me detals of Musssins iravels are subiect fo wariaus IREmREGnE

iaar ‘Worid Events
1588 The Britizh detoat tha Spamish Armaids

The Brifish Easl India Company b5 established
The Duich East India Company & eslabiishad

Galllen iz condemped by the Inguisition

The Puritans revalt in England,

The Ming Dynasty collagses and
the Oing Dynasty reburns the govermmen
ko Beijing
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Musashi Sightseeing Tours z&szua-2
Kumamaoto City is filled with historical sites that give us an idea of the city’s former splendor during Musashi's later vears.
As you stroll through the city, you will be able to recreate the atmosphere of the glory years of Musashi and the Hosokawa cl

Musashi & the Hosckawa Clan Sightseeing Tour S Musashi Meditation and Arts To

{Cantral Kumamoto City to the northemn ares i Western Kumamoto area)

(1] Furmer resigencs of (7] (5] (4]
Kumamoly __ Hesobawa Gysbu  Mugashis Well  Monsmentio Musashi  _ Messshis
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Musashi &
the Hosokawa Clan
Sipstserinp Tear
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Emdarged view of the area surrounding Musashi’s Gravesile and Park

Musazhi's Gravesile
and Park
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City Bus & Streetcar Day Pass nay Pass for Kumamoto Castle Loop Bus

The Linkimited Day Pass allows you o The Loop Bus Day Pass is cormveniant for
ride the cily buses and streetcars . towring Kumamoto Casile and  the
anywhere you wanl. The Limited Day surrounding area. This pass includes w
Pass allows you o ride the strestcar discount tickets for various local attractions. 5
anywhere, but access o city buses I8 =u.= '
limited to specified areas. Both passes "# ey
provide access 1o the Kumarmoto Casile .
Loog Bus,

Rt i Gt oy Sese passas o tha bes

Pass Fares and .
E;;liuthm Gty B | Sarmatese | ST R

o B 12 s 11 e i —

— B! JWHE |
:ni'h Limiied | Adull 500 y88 | Limiied Mhsidas Firnaraghy Prstecins! At Wustun irisch)
i
Ty Pass | oyl 260 yeu | Poates Kl Visag | All roues

._'_';5.1"

Loog Dus

— — All rostes

We recommend a visit to Mt. Kimpo for a walk Transportation Information
to Reigando Cave and Toge no Chaya Park. MCity Streetcar
m Kumamois City Tesporiaton Burmau Py -5

W otsu Canter —= lwato Kennon Iiguchi (460 Y N AT

BWEctsu Centor —+ Kojinaur (450 yer ore vyl ETraffic Information

Japan Rood A 006} 382-B8E
Allcres uriimitnd rickes: betvsisn e alowss pants an thi staled day oy,
Ttz on sake af thi Koss Certer Sanka bus ok counte
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Poe Trarved 18Ta0 [, Soarmmeraiis ARjace! 1 igssrigeer
Famaamase City & shout one W by Dos




Sightseeing in Kumamoto

IRFAERE AN

Aso

Vast Grasslands and Hot Springs

Azo offers @ magnificent 90-kilomater view In all dirsctions
that encompasses calderas and wvolcanoes among five
mountaing, The beautiul and extensive grassiands, dotted with
steaming hot springs, offer grazing for cattle and horses. Horse
riding s offerad &l Kusasenri-ga-hama near the crater of Mt
Nakadaka, an active wHcana,

Winformation: Aso Information Center (0967) 32-1960

S pecialtics
o of
homamoto

L]

:j-' Kumamoto
ramen noodhes

Basashi l..\
{raw horsemeat)

Taipien noodles
by Higo inlay
% &

(Kinta the Ghost)

Karashi renkon
{ lotus ol
sttffed with mustand)

Amakusa

Abundant seafood on islands known
as one of the first Christian footholds in Japan

Mu=ashi and hi=s adopted son lon |pined in the Shimabara
Rebellion in Amakusa, the southern part of Kumamaio
comprised of more than 120 istands of varicus sizes. The maln
iskands are linked by five bridges, and they offer a wide selection
ol seafood as well a5 activities such as dolphin watching.
Minformation: Amakusa Tourist Association (0869) 22-2243

Yamaga Hot rin
Musashi's favorite hot :pﬂ:p s

Muzashi was known to have an aversion to bathing, but
histarical records ndicate that he was invited to the Yamaga
Teahouse sean aMer arriving in Kemamato and decided to soak
Inahntsprlnglhra I'russpn'im wits renowned as being gentle
o the skin, The area is also
tamous Tar the Meiji ara Yachiyoza
Theater and for the subtle wat
edagant Lantarn Festival,

W Information:
‘Yamaga Commerce and Tourism
Bection ((968) 43-1111

Serayn Burka Keikan 710 Harabsstach, Kumarmake City, S60-0806
H‘mMﬂ-‘llﬂ L e LT T bk 8 e

W%ﬁ 7+ 101 Hanahetachn, Kumameto City, BE0-0ED6
ﬂpn:hkﬁm-m Cogect: 2nct anct Ath Mondeys of the monan.
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Kumamoto City Sightseeing and Local Products Section

1-1 Tetorihoncho, Kumamoto Gity, B60-8601
Phone: (086) 326-2393 Fax; (096) 353-2731
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